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I N ſubmitting the following ſheets to 


to think, that I have been able to do juſtice 
to the fubject of them. My only with has 
been, to offer a few plain and undiſputed 
F acts to the reflection of thoſe, whoſe 


declamation, but 1 18 the reſult of ſtrict and 
candid inveſtigation. 


THERE are but two ways of judging the 
gharaQters of men; by their profeſſions, of 
their actions. To theſe teſts let us ſubmit 

ö 7 B '4 ; the 


the Reader, I have not vanity enough 


Judgment is not to be miſled by factious 
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the merits of the preſent Miniſters : Let 


616 


us examine whether their language in Par- 
liament, for a long ſeries of years, has 
not been uniform and conſtitutional ; and 
whether their conduct, during the laſt Seſ- 
fions, has not correſponded with it ; grati- 
fying in Office the expectations raiſed in 
Oppoſition. 


Ix the firſt place, it is very unneceſſary 
to recur to the ſpeeches of Mr. F—x, to 
prove the ideas always held out by him on 
the ſeveral heads, of * due attention to the 
« Voice of the People, of Parliamentary Re- 


form, of Reduction of Influence, of ſtrict F 


Economy, and of the excluſive principles 
* which conſtitute the genuine baſis of 
Whiggiſm.“ Nor has his patriotiſm been 
confined to theſe points only: He has akyays 
been of opinion, that the character of a 
vernment is inſeparably connected wih! 
character of the Miniſters; z or, in his own 
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emphatical language, that men are mea» 


ſures.“ On the characters of men, there- 
fore, and on the meaſures dependent on 
them, he has frequently delivered the dic- 
tates of his exquiſite diſcernment and un- 
impaſſioned judgment. 


He xcx it was, that the diſgraceful Admi- 
niſt ration, which was removed by his efforts 
in 1782, frequently called forth his eloquence, 
not only in oppoſition to the ſteps propoſed 
in Parliament, but in repeated and perſonal 


denunciations of vengeance againſt the Indi- 
viduals of that Cabinet. Towards the cloſe 


of their government, ſome of them, unwil- 


ling wholly to reſign the field to their op- 


ponents, threw out ideas of union of ſenti- 


ments and opinions, Mr. F—x ſaw the 
tendency of this attempt, and replied, with 


becoming indignation, That he deſired it 


might be underſtood, that he did not 


mean to have any connection with his 


B 2 Majeſty's 


ef 


CAT. 
« Majeſty's preſent Miniſters : * From the 
“ moment,” ſaid he, that I ſhall make 
& any terms with one of them, I will reſt 
« ſatisfied to be called the moſt infamous of 
& mankind: I cannot for an inſtant think 
e of a Coalition with men, who, in every 
public and private tranſaction as Mini- 


e ſters, have ſhewn themſelves void of every 


** 


* principle of honour and of honeſty: In 
the hands of ſuch men I will not truſt 
* my honour even for a minute.” + Theſe 
ſentiments were confirmed by the approba- 
tion of his Conſtituents, and of the People 
at large; and the following, uttered on the 
gth of July, were' the ſequel of the ſame 
creed: Thoſe who go into office upon 
certain public principles, ſhould be ſatis- 
« fied that none are introduced into the Ca- 
* binet who are hoſtile to thoſe princi- 


Lord North, Lord Stormont, Lord Loughbo - 
rough, &c. 
+ Parliamentary Regiſter, 1784, Vol. vi. p. 366. 


— 


« ples, 


© 9 
* ples,” * And afterwards : © With res - 
6 ſpect to the fear of letting in the Old Ad- 
* miniſtration, there is none; the Houſe 
will not ſuffer it; the People of England 
4 will not ſuffer it; indeed, no man, I be- 
6s lieve, will attempt it.“ + And again, on 
the ſame day: When power, emolument, 
celebrity, and eaſe, are to be acquired by 
6 a baſe deſertion of principle, an honeſt 


% man cannot heſitate a moment, what 
line of conduct he ſhould purſue.” 


Tax malice of Faction cannot certainly 
impeach the veracity of theſe declarations. 
They were re-echoed by the voice of a 
gratefulandapplauding Public, who © greet- 
« ed with preſent grace, and great predic- 
« tion of noble having,” d their diſintereſted 
and conſiſtent advocate, the Man of the 
People. 


% 3 maT 
Parliamentary Regiſter, Vol. vii. p. 305. 

+ Ibid. p. 317. 

{ Ibid. p. 301. 
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Burr as the faireſt name is ever moſt ſub- 
ject to obloquy, the openneſs of this lan- 
guage has ſince expoſed him to the charge of 
Inconſiſtency; and his enemies have ſaid, 
that theſe profeſſions were originally brought 
forward only to delude the People, and have 
now been deſerted, to betray them; while 
the confidence earned in their ſervice, has 
been fold for power, to be uſed to their op- 
preſton, . 


THE candid Reader already anticipates 
an anſwer: To do a great good, do a 
«+ little wrong.” * The precepts of rigid 
morality have, indeed, rejected this maxim: 
But an appeal to every part of Mr. F—'s 
life will ſhew, how little thoſe precepts are 
applicable to public men or public meaſures, 
The inſtances were familiar to him, where 
deviations from the ſtrict rule of Right are 
Jaſtified by the greatneſs of the flake. In 

ö this 


* Merchant of Venice. 
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TH inſtance the hazard was: great, and the 
game he played was deep. At the expence 
of repeated profeſſions, and in circumſtances 
of the utmoſt danger to the kingdom, he 
was-to force upen his Sovereign, and-upon 
the Public, Miniſters odious to both, and 
whoſe removal had ſo recently been deemed 
eſſential to the ſalvation ef the ann 
Bor a great and important object Wis 
in view, and the benefits to be derived from 
it were ſufficient: to overbalance theſe ſmaller 
and more limited conſiderations. The Trea- 
ſury and Finances of the countty had been 
thrown 1 into confuſion, by that neglect and 
incapacity which he had fo often reprobated. 
It was important, therefore, to place at the 
head of that Department, men verſed in 
buſimeſs and in calculations, of long expe- 
rience and indefatigable induſtry; and above ; 
All, of thoſe ſtrong and ſhining talents 
which might be proof Saint the arts of 
95 0 : money- 


( 12 ) 


mioney-lenders, who had formerly deluded 


the unſuſpecting frankneſsof Lord N—-h . 
and which might eſtabliſh the ſinking credit 
of the Funds, which had been fo ſuddenly 
deprefled by the fignature of the Prelimi- 
naries. + 


He Navy had been diſtracted by faction. 
s harmony was to be reſtored, by intruſt- 
ing it to ſome able and ſucceſsful Officer, 


unconnected with Party, and from whoſe 


ability in acquiring intelligence, and accu- 
racy in ſtating it, | Government might de- 
rive advantages of which it had long been 


deprived. 
THE 


_.* Vide Debate on the Loan of 1781, Parliamen- 
tary Regiſter, Vol. ii. p. 216. 


+ Vide the State of the Funds during Lord North's 


American War; again, upon Lord Shelburne's 
Peace ; and at preſent, during the Duke of Port- 


land's Miniſtry. 
t Vide Lord Keppel's comparative ſtate of the 
Britiſh Navy and of the Combined Fleets, in the 
| Houſe 
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Tux Peace with Holland remained ſtill 
to be concluded; i A Minifter was to 'be 
reſtored. to that department, whoſe firm 
and vigorous language towards that Re- 
public had been uniform, and who, from 
the tenor of his paſt correſpondence With 
them, * might, beſt be enabled to ſtop that 
fpirit of conceſſion, | which ſeemed to Mr. 
Fox to pervade he other Treaties: 


„ „ 


S m 


Houſe of Lords, on the 19th of Februdty; 1783, 

and the aſſertion made by Mr. Pitt in the Houſe of 
Commis, on the 21ſt of February, = remaining 
uncoritrudicted hy the noble Lord, viz: <4 Lord 
% Keppel, hen called upon to REY the French 
10 Navy; with a view to negociation for peace, had 
« generally magnified their number of ſhips, and 
their ſtrength ; when deſired to give the ſtate of 
their Marine, in order to guide and direct others 
% in their plans of war, he had then conſidered 
„ their Navy i in another light, and reduced their | 
« number conviderably,” Parl. Regiſt. 1783, p. 342- 


*-Vid. Mr. Fox's Letter to the States-General. 
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Tux complicated buſineſs of Ireland, 
and the neceſſary ſplendour of its Court, 
called for ſome Nobleman, whoſe extenſive 
fortune, and active faculties, might ſupply 
the deficiency in theſe reſpects, which 
the Iriſh ſo ſtrongly felt, and ſo loudly 
complained of, in their then Lord Lieu- 
tenant, There are but few men endowed 
with both theſe qualities : So that from 
the moment of Lord Temple's reſignation, 


the eyes of all men turned at once to the 
Earl of Northington. 


THzsE points have been ſeverally ac- 
compliſhed ; and a grateful country will 
long remember how cheaply they have 
purchaſed the appointment of the Duke 
of Portland, (aided by the tried integrity 
of Meſſieurs Sheridan and Burke, *) that 

of 


s Exemplified by the Opera-Houſe accounts of - 
the one, of which the Public will hear more._in a 


court 


(. #5 ) 
of Lord Jobn Cavendiſh, of Lord Keppel, of 
Lord Northing/on, and above all, of che 
Right Honourable Mr. Fur. 


Lr us not, therefore, repine at the 
means uſed to gain theſe advantages ; ſtill 
leſs let us liſten to thoſe, who afſert that 
the Coalition, from which we derive 
them, was checked in the very hour of 
its formation, by the mutual ſtruggles of 
deſperate and intereſted ambition. What 
merit, on the contrary, ſhall we not aſcribe 
to Mr. Fox, for that honourable reluctance 
which diſputed every inch of power with 
thoſe whom he propoſed to join in Go- 
vernment; for that ſteady abhorrence, 
which, diſdaining all fellowſhip with Lord 
enn irrevocably broke off the nego» 

C2 ciation ; 


court of law; and by the failure of the other in 
Mie Weſt India ColleRorſhip, of which the public 
ovght to hear in the ſame court. 


6169 
ciation; and Jaſtly, for that regard to the 
wiſhes of thoſe whom he conſulted, which 


I in ſix ſhort hours compelled him to em- 
| brace a Colleague, before ſo nobly re- 
1 : | | | 

i jected. 

[9 | | n 

1 

y IT -was poſſible, that the ſcruples of 
* 


ſome men might have taken the alarm, at 
the N of ſo large a proportion of 
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Here 8 goodneſs, of Mr. Fur ler- 
ped, in to relieve our apprehenſions. He 
aſſured us, that the Adminiſtration was, 


iq neyertheleſs, a Whig Adminiſtration; for 
| ; that thoſe whoſe contrary principles juſtly 
| | made them exceptionable, had merely been 
f , appointed tc to. the emolument, and not to 


the efficient direction of their offices But 
ungueſtionable as muſt be his veracity, he 
can never wiſh that ſuch points ſhould 
neſt merely in aſſertion. Others may re- 
iy on future or contingent promiſes of 
: what 
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what they will 1 or would have done! 
It is the practice of Mr. Fur to appeal to 
his actions. To theſe let us look, by a 
ſtrict examination of the conduct of Mi- 


niſters during the late Seſſions of Parlia- 
ment. 


AND here the Loan * firſt preſents itſelf; 
a buſineſs which, being officially lodged 
in the hands of genuine and hereditary 
Whigs, afforded - an opportunity ſingularly 


fortunate, for difplaying, without the poſ- 
ſibility « of obſtruction, that tit and eco- 


nomical management of the Finances, 
which ſtobd foremoſt in their Ptacipkes 5 - 
and of ſhewing how different a line was 
now to be purſued, from that- reprobated 
and exploded ſyſtem ; ; the ſyſtem of him 
who, though an oſtenſible Secretary, was 
in fact a real Cypher i in their new Govern- 


| | ment. 


* Vide Loan Debate, April 16. 
| 


22 


— —ů——ů — r ˖ů 7*—M 96ꝙ6jſ—wʒ .. 


— R 


PIER 


( 18 ) 


ment. If, however, the negociation gf 


this buſineſs ended in a profit of zen per 
cent, to the Subſeribers, notwithſtanding 
the opinion declared in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by the noble and hereditary Whig 
at the Head of the Exchequer, that even 


a profit of two per cent. was exorbitant; 
and if, therefore, the Peace Loan of this 
year was in no reſpect better for the 


Country than any, and in moſt reſpects 


worſe, than almoſt all the Var Loans of 
the noble Secretary and Cypher above- 


mentioned; let us conſider with candaur, 
what other reaſons, leſs oſtenſible, may 
have influenced an Adminiſtration, weak 
in Parliament, and againſt whom an uni- 


verſal clamour had been raiſed by the in- 


juſtice of their country. If, again, the 
trifling ſum of 600,000]. was kept back 
under fictitious names, we may be certain 
that they were induced to this tranſaction 
by the moſt diſintereſted and honourable 

mo- 


1 
motives; and that it was conducted on the 
ſtricteſt principles of diſtributive juſtice. * 


Mx. FS former Adminiſtration had 
paſſed away without any material benefit to 
his creditors. The gains of three months 
(under the ſcrupulous eye of the Marquis 
of Rockingham) did but barely reimburſe 
him for the new. wardrobe, and extraordi- 
nary expences attending that fingular ele- 
vation. The intervening months of op- 
poſition had by no. means contributed to 
lighten his difficulties. Accordingly, thoſe 
ine feelings of lnumanity for the ſufferings 
of his creditors, ' which had ever actuated 
him, and which had recently induced him, 
for their benefit, to receiye. an hourly pit- 
tance, for miniſteruig at a public gaming- 
table, + preſſed ſeverely upon his mind. 
. | ws. * 
- Vide Loan Debate, April 16. | 

+ For the information of our Readers we muſt 
ſtate, that within theſe few months, Mr. F—x held, 


in 


WE 6.35 
To thoſe creditors he owed it not to let 
{lip ſo expeditious a inode of recovering the 
time loſt; and of rewarding himſelf for his 
ſervice to the People of England, in op- 
poſing Miniſters; and for his fervice to the 
King, in conſenting to become a Miniſter 
himſelf, With the noble Lord alſo; the 
debts of a diffipated ſon had remaitied too 
long unpaid ; and conſideririg ts whom 
they were chiefly due, “ it was poſſible that 
the payment of them might aſſiſt both par- 
ties of the Adminiſtration: 


SATISFIED on this head, we proceed to 
the event which happened ſome days after; 
equally 


in partnerſhip with two other Gentlemen, a public | 
Faro Bank at Brookes's a game ſo notoriouſly frau- 
dulent, that it ſtands ſuppreſſed by Act of Parlia- 
ment : And as a compenſation for their labour, the 
dealer, an office which frequently fell to the ſhare 
of Mr. F—, received from the joint ſtock, the 
wages of five guineas for every hour thus honour- 
ably ſpent. 4% ik : 


* Vide Ledger-Book of the Faro Bank aforeſaid. 
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equally calculated with the former, for the 
diſplay of public principle and virtue. In 
conſequence of a detection of fraud in the 
balances of the Caſhier and Accomptant of 
the Pay-Offce, Lord Shelburne's T reaſury 
had directed a proſecution againſt them, 
atid had ſuſpended them from their ſitua- 
tions. Mr. B-rke had beheld with pain 
the cruelty of theſe proceedings; and upon 
coming into Office, immediately reſtored 
them. To a heart tender and uftane, 
like his, a defeliction of the eonſtant and 

neceſſary rules of juſtice was eaſily recon- 
Cileable, where men were ſuffering for 
crimes, of which, in that ſpirit of infalli- 
bility which never departed from him, he 
knew they were hereafter to be acquitted. 
And the ſubſequetit ſuicide of the one, and 
conviction of the other, are anſwers ta- 
tally devoid of weight, when N ta 
. W 5 | 
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| Tt was certain, however, that they had 
been men exccedingly uſeful, in their ſitu · 
ations, to the H=>ll—d family ; and their 
examination at the former Board of Tr—- * 
ry had ſpecifically aſſigned the ne- 
+ ceſlities and convenience of that family,“ ; 
as the objects of that enormous ſum which 
they had fraudulently ſecreted; and which, 
great. ag Held a, from the laſt Report 
the ſara of e Lord H.-I-ad- $ _—_ | 
tor attempted to defraud the Public, by 
ſwearing, in 1780, to a ſtate of his Ac- 
counts, ſhort, by 11 Seals, of the aua 
balance. 


Yar he intereſt of that family was not | 
excluſively conſulted; For if the money 
could not be diſcharged, but by the fore - 
4 of the mortgages upon the property 
of two ſteady friends, it was the duty of 

Govern- 


— 


4 * Vide Report. | 


635 : 

Government not to heſitate : And the leaſt 
return that the Public can make to the 
 D-ke of P--tl-nd, for thoſe ſhining facul- 
ties which he has dedicated to their ſer- 
vice, is to leave him in the quiet poſſeſſionof 
his eſtate, ſo mortgaged ; which, as long 
as he pays his intereſt to Mr, Powell's fa- 
mily, will remain untouched by the rude 
hand of Juſtice, 


IT is eaſy, then, to account for that ſtrik- 
ing modeſty and temper, with which the 
P-ym—ter took the part of the Defaulters 
againſt the Nation, He felt the ſacred im- 
| pulſe of humanity and of friendſhip, and 
ſaw clearly where it became his duty to 
ſacrifice to ſuch conſiderations the ſordid 
intereſts of a thankleſs Public. - Theſe are 
motives worthy to guide this long” favou- 
| rite ſenator and patriot, With juſtice have 

they been intitled “ amiable weakneſſes; 
« and ſuch for which we cannot but love 
$4 D 2 6 the 
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( #4 
te the man, whatever we may think of the 
” And to the ſame amiable. 
weakneſſes we may aſcribe the ſingular pu- 
rity which has ever governed that Gentle. 
man's money tranſactions; of which his 


connexion with a Nobleman, * now re- 


6 miniſter. 


duced by that misfortune to beggary ; his 
former contracts in the Eaſt-India Stock 3 
and above all, his rigorous ſelf-denial in 

the little proviſion of 2 5,000]. per annum, + 
made for himſelf and his family, give 


ample, nay, glaring proofs, 


Tus 


The Earl V-rn-y. A fingular cauſe is now de- 
pending between them; but it will require the ver - 


diCt of a Jury to authorize us to ſay, that a Pay- 
maſter can be a Swindler. 


* 


+ The following places are in the poſſeſſion of the 
B- xke family: Paymaſter of the Forces; Deputy- 
Paymaſterſhip; a Patent Place, name unknown; Se- 
cretaryſhip to the Treaſury; Receiverſhips of Eſſex 


and London ; - and „ of the 
Forces in India. 


( 85 ) 

ꝓuꝝ ſhortneſs of the Seſſions 'deprived 
the Miniſtry of many ſimilar opportunities 
of diſplaying the purity of their principles, 
and the ſincerity of their profeſſions, One, 
however, offered about the beginning of 
June, in the Bill brought forward by Mr. 
William Pitt, for that Reform of Public 
Offices, to which the attention of the 
Nation had long heen directed. 


Ir is needleſs to ſtate, by whomthis mea- 
fure had been originally recommended. 
Mr. B-rke did not find leiſure, after his re- 
turn to Office, to proſecute it, till the ex- 
pectation of a further Report from the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, militating 
with his favourite and infallible ſyſtem, 
haſtened the production of that crude 
and undigeſted Bill, which may anſwer 
every purpoſe, except that profeſſed by its 
title, of Regulating the Office of Pay- 
£* maſter of the Forces.“ In the proceſs 
of which Bill, if ſome little deviations were 


ob- 


(26 ) 
obſerved from the ordinary forms of Par- 


liament; if an alteration was made in it, 


during its progreſs through the Commons, 


without their conſent, or even know- 
ledge, & let us not, with an invidious 
Public, aſſign unworthy motives for ſuch 
conduct; but acknowledge the duty in- 
cumbent upon that Houſe, of ſubmitting 
chearfully and implicitly to the unerring 
judgment of Mr. B-rke; particularly in a 


queſtion in which the Public were certainly 


| wholly unconcerned, as it could only ope- 


rate upon his profits, and upon thoſe of 
his immaculate and diſintereſted relations. 


o 


To convince thoſe who might ſtill be 


diſpoſed to queſtion the abuſes which Mr. 


Pitt's Bill would have eradicated, a body 
of evidence was brought forward, enume- 


rating and authenticating the various and 
4 Wd 2 - ' 


| Vo gt? 11 iin a. 10 eſta- 
* Vide third reading of Pay-Ofice Bill, June 3; 
1783. ee 


mY * 


(2) 
_ eſtabliſhed practices of fraud and peculatiofl. 
The cry of the Public was too loud to be 
reſiſted: The Miniſters dared not oppoſe; 
and the meaſure paſſed the Houſe of Com- 
mons. The Public now ſtood upon the 
| tiptoe of expectation: Corruption * ſtart- 
«ed like a guilty thing.” But upon the 
meaſure being brought to the Houſe of 
Lords, what was the ſurpriſe of the Na- 
tion, when this very evidence was refuſed, I 
and the Bill condemned, not merely with | 
the ſufferance, but upon the motion of 
the Whig Miniſters ! * | 
Turs procedure may ſtartle the un- 
| thinking ; yet let it not induce the reflect - 
ing part of mabkind ts harbour a thought 
3 againſt the conſiſtency or credit of this 
| virtuous Agdminilkration, | 17 they a 


4 4 SS 3 


. \ ole 
PF | », 1149 7 oF ' 2 4 ., ' 4 0 
* Vide Debates, 20th June, 178g. 
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ſole meaning (and who will refuſe credit 
to their repeated affertions ?) was to gain 
0 further opportunities of diſplaying it in a 
f leſs equivocal manner. By rejecting a Bill 
| 


which put upon them the compulſion of 
Reform, they left to themſelves the means 
of reforming their ſeveral Offices volun- 
1 tarily, without that derogation from their 


merits, which was implied by a compul- 
ſion, deemed neceſſary by the public in- 
eredulity. Let us wait their leiſure for 


the performance, with fervent hope and a 
; lively expectation: In the end, we cannot 
be more than diſappointed ; and the in- 
terval may afford ſalutary exerciſe for 
faith, charity, ſufferance, and other chriſ- 
tian virtues. 1 
Bur the full dif play of their Patriotiſm 
| was reſerved for the Eſtabliſhment of the | 
Prince's Houſehold, The above- mentioned 
noble Secretary and Cypher had, in his 
| days 
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C9) 
days of power, taken one ſtep towards in- 
ſuring economy, by pledging the King's 
Government not to make freſh demands 
for this arrangement, unneceſſary fince 
the liberal addition made to the Civil Lift. 
Though probably the noble Secretary re- 
minded his Right Honourable Colleagues of 
this difficulty, when the matter was pro- 
poſed i in Cabinet!" yet they were much too 
magnanimous to omit on ſuch confidera- 
tions, ſo Ab antegesus an opportunity of 
propping the tottering friends of the Con- 
ſtitution, by freſh pillars of i influenee'; andof 


joſuring the peace of the country, by ſet- 


ting up the ſtandard” of the Prince in op- 
poſition to that of his Royal Father. For 
ſuch an{obje& as this, ſurely the annual 
ſum-6f90,0001, added to 12,0001. drawn 
from Wales and Cornwall, was a trifling 
expence, and a ſignal inſtance of prudent 
management. The plan was therefore 
drawn out, the noble Duke's ſpeech re- 

5 1 hearſed, 
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bearſed, and the meſſages algne waited 
for the Royal Signature, 


z 


li | Bur how ſhall we relate the ſequel | 
| The Conſtitution forbids us to ſuppoſe any 
[| blame on the ſacred head of Majeſty : 
2 We muſt not therefore fay, that from him 
proceeded the overthrow of ip falutary 3 
plan. Beſides, what intereſt could he 
have in its rejeQion ? He way to bear no 
park. af this burthen pn his People, ang 
his Ministers were to reap fhe advantage. 
And yet juſtice demands, that we ſhould 
acquit the Miniſtry of afvifing a ſtep ſo con- 
trary to their principles. We mult, then, 
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reluctantly confefs, the interpqſition of that 
ſecret influence to which the Right Ho- 
i nourable Secretary has of late years ſp 
il frequently alluded. Here then, perhaps, 
ll. his enemies will aſk, why. he did not, 
bl. according to his repeated declarations, re- 
| Ggn at once his ſeat in that Cabinet where 
" ; his 


— 


a} 

ks counſels were no longer effectual ! 
The anfwer is obvious: The -circum- 
ſtances under which he made thoſe declas 
fations were altered : The declarations 
then themſelves became no longer valid. 
Let it be recollected, that they were made 
in the halcyon days of united principles; 
| ind unproved profeſſions ; in the triumph 
of popula? favour, and upon the preſump - 
tion, that in ſuch circumſtances his retreat 
from Office c6uld not be of long duration. 
Thoſe days, alas, afe now over! The 
waveriiig tide 6f Popularity has forſaken 
him! No man cries, God fave him f“ 
fn a ſituation ſo cthtical, if the threat 
proved ineffectual, nothing reinained but 
the dereliction of the meaſtire; But we 
have the comfort to reflect, that if, as Se- 
Eretary of State, he actquieſced in the re- 
duced plan, at leaſt, as Miniſter of the 
Houſe of Commons, he deelared his diſ- 
 approbation of it; ſecuring to us th flat- 
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texing proſped of the reyival of che inen 
** in its original extent and p. 


- ©] ak « * 13. ? 21 £7 to: 1 * 324441 :& 299087 
| ir had been announced to the Public 
5 8 81 


laſt winter, | by the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Mr. Pitt, that the ſum of near 
No millions of money (and Lord North af- 
{ured us it was only forty-nine millions) 
which had been advanced for public ſer- 
vices, 10 different accountants, remained 
to that day, unſtated .and, without. di iſcharge. 
10 expedite a legal enquiry, Mr. Pitt 
moved an Agdrols 10 his Majeliy. in 
words beſt; calculated, 10, effeft the pur- 
-Poſe. .Lhis x6 wack tended. to private 
oppre ffn and in the ſpirit of gratitude 
lor pal favours. ig. his ff,, wr Fox 
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Kom he advantages el den delay, in ac 


. inthe oat 2 agnus 
I Bimple annual intereſts at 4 
eent. upon the balances detayjedingg |. 
the hands of Lord Holland, from £248,394 13 # 
the 24th of Dec. 1765, to the 
24th of Dec. 1780, 
Vide Report of the Commiſſioners- 
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cqunting 1d mich cis father was ſo 
neee, Yor! Lb as) booy 


1 Yo nod ag? alle 1d cod Inc: 
This was a Way to gprive, : and he was bleſt; 
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I TRUSP that the patience of WH eader is 
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not to be exhauſted by fo Jp 09h contem- 


As 6 Ac. 229 , 
Plauen 45 hat of Vinittertal Virtue and 
«6. 4. iT 


Wiſdom. He wilt therefore Lean, fol- 
TI 


Sind Mom! 7 10 24 = 
low) me tihroug one ſcene more; I mean 


"Dar THEE YL 1.193361 * 
the ſituation f the Eaſt Inc Hadian rem 
b THO N M153 10 
1 3 of fiſteen mill ions, of eop ple, 
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dhe. groans of f penury 2 and of famine, had 
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drawp to this object the attention not 
Wi. V4 $34] 
7 of Englagg, b but of Europe. We How- 


eyeropinigns, might differ upon the fads 
reported by the Eaſt. India Committees, 
Parliament, the Public, and he „Com- 
pany, agreed ig thenecelly of incruſting 
the Governmens,of India io, iow. « per- 
& * lon « of high rank and. birth; who thoyld | 
x leave 


Merchant of Venice. 
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and faw a national advantage in the ac- 
cumulation of Afiatic wealth into ſuch 
hands: For whether the profit ſhould 
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4 leave behind hm as à pledge for his 
© good conduct. not only his own perſo- - 


nal honour, but alſo the honour of his 
« anceflors: A perſon of Independent 
property. who had not for object the 
« repairing of his eſlate in India, long the 
* nurſery of ruined and decayed for- 


„ iunes? A perſon, whoſe integrity, and 
high reputation in arms, Whoſe family, | 


« whoſe ſortune, and molt unſullicd cha- 


« rater, might give us well-founded hopes 
« of the falvation of our dying intereſts 


© in Asia. * The keen diſcernment of 
Mr. Fox brought forward General Sth--th ; 


come ultimately through the ſober tide of 


honeſt induſtry, or through the more ra- 
pid channel of his Faro Bank at Brookes's, 
"was a queſtion eaſily ſolved by this bright- 
elt ſtar in our Miniſterial conſtettation, 

FE To 


* Vide Parliamentary Regiſter, 1782, Page 609. 
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To this appointment Lord N—th was 
hoſtile; and, to preſerve to the country 
the bleſſings of unanimity, Miniſters at 
length agreed to defer the confideration 
of this queſtion to ſome happier period. 
And in this conduct they were further 
| fanioned by reflecting, that the continu- 
ance and probable increaſe of theſe op- 
preſbons. would by that time furniſh a 
body of evidence more clear and deciſive, 
upon the extent and nature of them. 


I navr. now gone through the principal 
| queſtions agitated by the preſent Miniſtry, 

during the laſt Seſſions of Parliament : In 
any of which, if I have dwelt too long, it 
muſt be attributed to my eager defire to 
explain the whole nature of thoſe cauſes 
which prevented the diſplay of the prin- 
ciples upon which they 'embarked : In 
order that I might check any premature 
reſentment, that might ariſe from a ſuper- 
cial view of the —_ of theſe queſtions ; 

and 
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and ſoxeſtall xhoſe prejudices which migit 


be conteived againſt al Whig" Miniſtry 
acting in ſeeming contrudiction to the firſt 
Fenn of e 01 b5514s dene 

- 2 0 n Ne ids ho 

1 Mi aware, chat there will be ſome h 
will attribute 10 Lord N—th "the fate ot 
queſtions, ſo very ſimilar to that experi- 
enced unger his Lordthip's' 5 governmient. 
But ſuch an hypothefis f is little wanted, 
and caſts an improper flur upon the yera- 
ey of MiyFTAio:.þ honourable plea 


upon which they originally came. for- 


ward, remained {lll in tull force. They 
all originally agreed, that the. exigency of 
affairs required a Coalition: They could 


all ſay with the unjuſt ſteward, . © to dig 


we are not able, and to beg we are 
aſhamed: What remained, then, but 6 10 
make friends with the Mammon of Un- 


righteouſneſs?” The ſame exigency of affair; 


that engaged them in office, required their 


Con- 


68 


continuance in it: And, if from the de- 


ſertion of public confidence, it became ne- 

ceſſary to graſp at chat influence, which 
heir inexperience had once judged per- 
nicious, let the blame lay where it, ought, 
on the bead of a capricious Public, And | 
in the ſpirit of prophetic candour, and, 
a8 he aſſured 1 with calmneſs of con- 
4 tent, with placid joy, and ſerene ſatis- 
faction, Mr. Burke had already in- 
formed Parliament; that, as Government 
* muſt be ſapported, the independent 
men ought to take to themſelves blame, 
« if they forced a Virtuous Adminiſtra- 
tion to reſort to eee * 


. theſe methods muſt be paint 
to them, every means has been taken to 
wean the Public from their miſtaken pre- 
judices. To this object have been directed, 
at no trifling expence to the Public, the 

F inceſſant 


9 Parliamentary Regiſter, 1782, Vol. vi. p. 503. 
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ncelfale labours of the daily News- 
writers: Injudicious, it is true, in ne- 

glecting ſo much the panegyric of Miniſ- 

ters, to laviſh encomiums on their ſubor- 
dinate Employer. And though they muſt 
have pained the feelings of that modeſt 
Secretary to the Treaſury, yet it is with 
fingular comfort and ſatisfaction that we 
learn, in the hour of our diſtreſs, © that 
— his powers in debate increaſe; chat 
he guides and inſtructs the Houſe in 
++ points too intricate for their compre- 
*. henhon ; that his brilliancy in retort, 
his amazing comic wit, his inflexible 
integrity, and his ſtrict commercial 
dealings, have particularly pointed him 


* out as their favourite inſtrument ſor re- 


+ ſtoring the exhauſted credit of the 
Gs T 8 We 


a tupply this-deficiency,- the World 
is indebted to ſome diſintereſted pen, for 
a full- 


(G3 
a' full-length Hiſtory of the R 
H ble C——s J— F-; which, 
by taking up his life upon more enlarged 


and liberal principles, and ày carrying 
us through a brief narrative of five hun- 
dredand fifty pages, ſhews how eaſy is the 
talk, to reconcile to the fair character of 
a Stateſman, the hours ſpent in midnight 
riot; and to teach us, that public faith, 
and public virtue, are conſiſtent with the 
abandonment of public profefhion, and 
public principle. When ſuch. a manual | 
has been properly circulated among his 
Conſtituents, it may poſlibly be ſafe to re- 
vive his exploded practice of meeting 
them on the Huſtings, or at Weſtminſter, 
however hazardous the meaſure may have- 


been, ever ſince the lamentable zra of 


his laſt election. 


Socn have been the ſeries of meaſures 
which have diſtinguiſhed the conduct of 

the preſent Miniſtry ; all founded in the 
great 


„ 
great and neceflary object of ſcouring to 
the country, at all hazards, the. ;continye 
ance of their. ſexyices. And having now 
completed, my. ſurvey of them, on the 
double ſcale of. profeſſion and of action, 
I preſent i it to the Public, without reſerve 
or apology ; ; and ſhall be fully rewarded, 
if it guides them to the knowledge of that 
Miniſterial Virtue and Ability, which 
this inveſtigation has ſo deeply ele 
in the breaſl ol che Author. 
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